© 2019 Thebe Magugu All Rights Reserved



THEBE MAGUGU
"PROSOPOGRAPHY ™
5520

I;ﬁilﬂﬂ one thinks o Scuth Arfrica®s history in relat
Anartheld, the big names crften the men come fo mind. FEom
Nel=zon Mandela o Desoond Tutd, these men played an integral
role In estabhlishing the demccracy we enjocy foday. However,
and often with histary, there are the smaller voeices wWhose
stories gef last Iin the ftranscripEs bufr had just aszs important

|
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a rale fn Eha ghE Foward= fresadom, In EhHiz casze, ik iz bhe

women af bthe Black Sash,

Founded in May of 1535 by Ruth Feley, Jean Sinclair, Elirzabeth
™

Melaren, Terkia Pybus, Jean Bosazza and Helen Newton-Thomp=on

[amang many oathers], Ehis group of brave, liberal women used

nan-vialent pethods of protest againsk the Inhumane treatment
af black South African'=s. By cpening law clinics fto assist

P.0,C men and women with any legal treuble and helding vigils

and marches, they became a beacen of light in a country
shrouded by darkness and - as Nelscn Mandela said in a letter

ta the Black Sash from prison -
af {their] deep concern for human rights and commitment to the

11 o

principle af justice for all.
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heir efforts are) a measure

© 2019 Thebe Magugu All Rights Reserved



The mashes most lconiec methad of
protest was kneown as “hauntinga®,
where they would stand cutsidse
places ministers would assemble at
- airports, rallway stations,
opening of heaspitals - and simply
stocd; an actien that would hope=
fully insight guilt and shame inteo
whoever they were targeting. At
same polint, police officials began
wr taking their zashes off theilr
ru";;:==[ bodies but in a cheaky comeback,
ﬁiﬁ:::: * thay would wear long black gloves
n:”::' that they then would then put over
' ; thelr chest. There is an element
. of the absurd with the Black Sash,
LR = which is apt for the absurd times
ﬂf‘hiﬂ:-dmn_mni"uq in which they found themselwves in.

I

The Black Sash put themselves in sericus danger by shirking
their lives of comfort during Apartheid te pretect the digni-
ty and culture of black pecplae.

ABOUT THE COLLECTION:

"(Leaving the hougse], I would hawe to change into jeans, an
anorak and hiking boots” , Sue Townsend told me. This made me
think immediately of the dual spaces in which these women ocou-
pied; dualities the collection draws from: Domesticity VS Diso-
bedience, Masculinity VS Femininity, and Leisure VS Practicali-

£y,

The Black Sash were also interested in protecting the dignity
and culture of black people, cues of which have been peppered
throughout the collection - from fabrication drawing from the
traditional Basotho blanket (woven in South Africal , to exper-
imental fabric applications which literally take from the coun-
try’s soil (Look One is painted with actual mud from a tradi-
tional witchdoctor, facilitated by our collaborator larissa
Don) . These iconic women also fought for the rights afforded
to ugs by the constitution, and hidden flaps and folds in the
collection turn or peel to reveal key texts form the country’'s
official charter

It iz guite a multi-faceted collection - which iz fitting for
such a group of muiti-faceted women.
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For whelesale orders, THEBE MAGUGU will be
available for the 5320 selling seascon in Paris at:

NOB

NOB SHOWROOM

43 rue de Montmorency

75003 Paris

From 27 September to 3 Octeober 2019

To set up an appointment, please emaill Gilovanni
Romane and Annette Pringle on:

giovanni.romano@nobagency.com
annette.pringlefthefashionagent.co.za

For media requests, please contact:
infoldthebemagugu. com
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